Covering Climate Now
JOURNALISM AWARDS

2026 JUDGES BY CATEGORY

The Covering Climate Now Journalism Awards are judged by a global cohort of journalists working in all
corners of the journalism industry. This year, our process included 120 judges from more than 30 countries
and territories, many of whom are past winners and finalists themselves.

01. Solutions

CATEGORY LEAD: Jamie Morton, The Conversation New Zealand
Imelda Abano, Earth Journalism Network

Zakir Hossain Chowdhury, Independent Journalist
Delgerzaya Delgerjargal, Reuters

Kate Evans, Independent Journalist

Gabrielle Fonseca Johnson, Reuters

Joydeep Gupta, Earth Journalism Network

Sanket Jain, Independent Journalist

Keisuke Katori, The Asahi Shimbun

Andrew Lazon, NZME

Andrew McCormick, Covering Climate Now
Geoffrey Ondieki, Nation Media Group

Vaishnavi Rathore, Scroll.in

Swati Sanyal Tarafdar, UpBeat

Yukiko Une, Nikkei

Chris Wright, Climate Tracker & The Independent

02. Justice

CATEGORY LEAD: Winnie Lubembe, Nation Media Group
Christophe Assogba, Mongabay

Whitney Bauck, Independent Journalist

Fiona Harvey, The Guardian

Anna Hiatt, Covering Climate Now

Jenna Kunze, Independent Journalist

Dhashen Moodley, Radio Workshop

Zoeann Murphy, The Washington Post

Monica Quesada Cordero, El Colectivo 506

Disha Shetty, Independent Journalist



03. Fossil fuels

CATEGORY LEAD: Tracy Wholf, WereWHOLF Media
Manka Behl, Clean India Journal

Matteo Civillini, Climate Home News

Paula Diaz Levi, Climate Tracker Latin America
Rebecca Leber, ExxonKnews

Alec Luhn, New Scientist

Abdulkareem Mojeed, Premium Times

Santiago Saez, Covering Climate Now

04.Extreme weather and its impacts
CATEGORY LEAD: Halle Parker, Verite News

Andres Bermudez Lievano, Latin American Center for Investigative Journalism
Ana Bueno, KXLN N+Univision45

Lucie Cerna, Transitions

David Dickson, Covering Climate Now

Diana Kruzman, Independent Journalist

Duncan Lukoye, DIRAJ

Simon Muntemba, Daily Nation

Jody Santos, Disability Justice Project

Kate Selig, The Boston Globe

05. Politics, policy, and climate action
CATEGORY LEAD: Tinku Ray, The World

Julie Cart, Former Los Angeles Times & CalMatters

Charles Ellison, theBEnote

Peter Fairley, Independent Journalist

Tais Gadea Lara, Independent Journalist

Costanza Gambarini, SourceMaterial

Laura Helmuth, Independent Journalist

Lela Nargi, Independent Journalist

Theresa Riley, Covering Climate Now

06. Disinformation + 12. Health

CATEGORY LEAD: Lilys Njeru-Mutinda, Nation Media Group
Matteo Cimellaro, Ottawa Citizen

TJ Jordan, DeSmog

Kelly Macnamera, Agence France-Presse

Ester Pinheiro, The Fuller Project

Melissa Stamper, Independent Journalist



07. Business & economics

CATEGORY LEAD: Alejandro de la Garza, Independent Journalist

Mya Frazier, Watchdog Writers Group & University of Missouri School of Journalism
Peter Girard, Independent Journalist

Barbara Junge, taz

Ciara Long, Bisnow

Giorgio Michalopoulos, Independent Journalist

Yereth Rosen, Alaska Beacon

Aitor Saez, Deutsche Welle

08. Int’l Relations, incl. COP30 + 09. Conflict + 10. Migration
CATEGORY LEAD: Peter Thomson, Independent Journalist

Alex Harris, Miami Herald

Md Ibrahim Khalilullah

Maximiliano Manzoni, Consenso

Ritwika Mitra, Independent Journalist

11. Forests, oceans, and the natural world
CATEGORY LEAD: Breanna Draxler, Independent Journalist
Tristan Baurick, Verite News

Jillian Greene, Daily Maverick

Elfredah Kevin-Alerechi, The Colonist Report UK & Africa

Fermin Koop, Dialogue Earth

Mekdela Maskal, Covering Climate Now

Peter McGuire, Maine Public

Jake Spring, The Washington Post

Tory Stephens, Grist

13. Food & agriculture

CATEGORY LEAD: Sushmita, Independent Journalist
Ugochi Anyaka, Independent Journalist

Tom Casciato, Okapi Productions

Nchetachi Chukwuajah, TheRadar

Ridwan Karim Dini-Osman, Independent Journalist
Yangyel Lhaden, Kuensel Corporation Limited

Elena Gonzalez, Covering Climate Now

Grey Moran, Sentient Media

Katherine Noble, Independent Journalist



14. Climate in every beat
CATEGORY LEAD: Audrey Carleton, Capital & Main
Carrie Brown, Montclair State University

Sahana Ghosh, Solutions Journalism Network

Ali Jabir Malik, Associated Press of Pakistan
Delaney Nolan, The Lens

Lois Parshley, Independent Journalist

Paola Rosa-Aquino, Independent Journalist

Farshad Usyan, Climate Tracker

Jeremy Young, Al Jazeera English

15. Large projects & collaborations

CATEGORY LEAD: Richard Kim, The City Reporter & CCNow Steering Committee
Thaslima Begum, The Guardian

Marguerite Holloway, Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism

Fredrick Mugira, Water Journalists Africa & InfoNile

Al Ortiz, Former CBS News & CCNow Steering Committee

Mark Schapiro, University of California-Berkeley School of Journalism

Kathleen Schuster, Deutsche Welle

Roli Srivastava, The Migration Story

16. Emerging Journalists of the Year

CATEGORY LEAD: Sean Holman, University of Victoria & Climate Disaster Project
Diego Arguedas Ortiz, Independent Journalist

Rahma Diaa, Climate School

Vanessa Hauc, Noticias Telemundo

Brendan Fitzgerald, Longreads

Ayoola Kassim, Channels Television

Calvin Rock, Mongabay

Giles Trendle, CCNow Steering Committee & Former Al Jazeera English

Amy Westervelt, Drilled

Journalists of the Year Selection Committee
COMMITTEE CHAIR: Mark Hertsgaard, CCNow

Vanessa Hauc, Noticias Telemundo

Dianna Hunt, ICT & CCNow Steering Committee

Richard Kim, The City Reporter & CCNow Steering Committee

Al Ortiz, Former CBS News & CCNow Steering Committee

Kyle Pope, CCNow

Rachel Ramirez, The Confluence

Giles Trendle, Former Al Jazeera English & CCNow Steering Committee
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